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Regular Board Meeting
April 22, 2020

Presiding			Joe Lopretto, President

Date, Time, Place	Wednesday, April 22, 2020, 7:30 PM, Virtual Board Meeting via Zoom.

Opening Exercises	Mr. Lopretto called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.  We met in Executive Session prior to tonight’s meeting to discuss personnel and potential litigation items and issues.  

Present	James Brown
	David Donato
	Diane Elias
	Ivan Hampton
	Thomas Filotei
	Steve Kondrosky
	Joe Lopretto
	Mindy Sturgess

	Excused.	James Poston

Others Present	Dr. Mark Holtzman, Superintendent
	Dr. Tia Wanzo, Assistant Superintendent
Joan Wehner, Business Manager/Board Secretary 
Gary Matta, Solicitor

Board President’s Remarks – With social distancing, I hope everyone is wearing their masks.  The only thing I have to mention is the Danielle Dee List.  They give out scholarships and they must be a senior attending McKeesport High School and going to attend college in one of the three categories.  They are Jonathon Cornell of White Oak, Olivia Bakaturski from White Oak, Hailey Morgart from White Oak and Cierra Shields from McKeesport.  Congratulations to all four of them and that was from the Danielle Dee List.  I believe each one is getting $750.

Superintendent’s Report –  So good with our virtual efforts. First things first, we attempted to move all of our students to virtual learning.  The last few months have been extremely challenging trying to prepare some of the electronic devices in the district to be distributed to our students also creating a platform where instruction can continue for our students.   
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Prior to that we distributed a number of paper packets to the community, to our students so they can stay engaged in instruction throughout the last six weeks or so.  We are excited about the virtual effort, but we still understand there are some access issues and some students and families prefer to work with paper packets.  We are continuing to distribute ipads the remainder of this week until we are fully functional.  We have currently given grades 10, 11 and 12 ipads through a very strategic effort that was made yesterday at Founders Hall and that will continue for the remainder of the week until all the ipads we have in the schools are distributed to students.   From that point we are looking to buy more electronics and make sure we have strong preparation for the fall in case this pandemic virus continues to haunt us.  At this point we are on pace and on track continue to engage with children.  We are really focused on our seniors right now thinking about them at this time in their lives as well as come up with a plan to hold graduation ceremony if possible.  So those things are all in the works all the communication is going out via our social media, our website and our skyward as well as our phone call efforts.  Please if you need communication or are looking for communication, please  look at our website first and look at our social media sites and you will be directed to different areas or resources.  We are going to continue to feed children as we have through Easter break with two sites at Twin Rivers and Founders Hall.  Recently I have been working with Eat’n Park to see if we can distribute some other location, other meals, but that has not been figured out yet.  As we move forward we are thinking about the summer time how to feed children open currently breakfast and lunch are available from 9-11 at our two sites and they can pick up breakfast and lunch and it has worked quite well.   We are going to continue to develop that through summer and we will continue to feed children. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Mr. Brown moved to acknowledge receipt of the Treasurer’s Report for
the month of February 2020.  Seconded by Mrs. Sturgess.

Hearing of Citizens – none

Minutes – Mr. Kondrosky moved to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of February 26, 2020.  Seconded by Mr. Filotei.

Voting aye.  Mr. Brown, Mr. Donato, Mrs. Elias, Mr. Filotei, Mr. Hampton, Mr. Kondrosky, Mr. Lopretto, Mrs. Sturgess

Excused.  Mr. Poston

Bills – Mr. Hampton moved to approve the list of bills.  Seconded by Mr. Kondrosky.
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Voting aye.  Mr. Brown, Mr. Donato, Mrs. Elias, Mr. Filotei, Mr. Hampton, Mr. Kondrosky, Mr. Lopretto, Mrs. Sturgess

Excused.  Mr. Poston

AIU – Mr. Kondrosky moved to approve the Allegheny Intermediate Program of Services Budget for the 2020/2021 school year.  Seconded by Mr. Brown.

Voting aye.  Mr. Brown, Mr. Donato, Mrs. Elias, Mr. Filotei, Mr. Hampton, Mr. Kondrosky, Mr. Lopretto, Mrs. Sturgess

Excused.  Mr. Poston

Calendar – Mr. Kondrosky moved to approve calendar C for the 2020/2021 school year.  Seconded by Mr. Filotei.

Voting aye.  Mr. Brown, Mr. Donato, Mrs. Elias, Mr. Filotei, Mr. Hampton, Mr. Kondrosky, Mr. Lopretto, Mrs. Sturgess

Excused.  Mr. Poston

Resolution – Mr. Kondrosky moved to approve Resolution #1235 Calling for Charter School Funding Reform.  Seconded by Mr. Filotei.

Voting aye.  Mr. Brown, Mr. Donato, Mrs. Elias, Mr. Filotei, Mr. Hampton, Mr. Kondrosky, Mr. Lopretto, Mrs. Sturgess

Excused.  Mr. Poston

Agreement – Mr. Kondrosky moved to approve an agreement between Care Unlimited, Inc. and McKeesport Area School District for healthcare services.  Seconded by Mrs. Sturgess.

Voting aye.  Mr. Brown, Mr. Donato, Mrs. Elias, Mr. Filotei, Mr. Hampton, Mr. Kondrosky, Mr. Lopretto, Mrs. Sturgess

Excused.  Mr. Poston
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Resolutions – Mr. Hampton moved to approve Resolutions #1236 and #1237 – student discipline.  Seconded by Mr. Kondrosky.

Voting aye.  Mr. Brown, Mr. Donato, Mrs. Elias, Mr. Filotei, Mr. Hampton, Mr. Kondrosky, Mr. Lopretto, Mrs. Sturgess

Excused.  Mr. Poston

Policy – Mr. Kondrosky moved for second reading and adoption of the following Board policy:
#200 – Pupils – Enrollment in District
Seconded by Mr. Filotei.

Voting aye.  Mr. Brown, Mr. Donato, Mrs. Elias, Mr. Filotei, Mr. Hampton, Mr. Kondrosky, Mr. Lopretto, Mrs. Sturgess

Excused.  Mr. Poston

Tax Collector – Mr. Kondrosky moved to appoint the following Deputy Tax Collector:
A.  Melanie Beresford – Versailles Borough
Seconded by Mr. Filotei.

Voting aye.  Mr. Brown, Mr. Donato, Mrs. Elias, Mr. Filotei, Mr. Hampton, Mr. Kondrosky, Mr. Lopretto, Mrs. Sturgess

Excused.  Mr. Poston

Programs – Mr. Kondrosky moved to approve the following programs:
A. Summer School Program (DH Education Solutions)
B. Summer Family Literacy
C. Camp Invention
D. C.A.N.O.E.S.
E. P.A.W.S.
F. TIME
Seconded by Mrs. Sturgess.  Dr. Holtzman explained.

Voting aye.  Mr. Brown, Mr. Donato, Mrs. Elias, Mr. Filotei, Mr. Hampton, Mr. Kondrosky, Mr. Lopretto, Mrs. Sturgess
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Excused.  Mr. Poston

Policy – first reading of the following Board policy:
#819 – Operations – Suicide Awareness, Prevention and Response

Bonds – Mr. Kondrosky moved to approve - The Board of School Directors of the McKeesport Area School District has determined that it is in its best financial interest to consider the issuance of general obligation bonds for the purpose of funding capital projects including, but not limited to, its Bundled Energy Solutions Projects and does hereby authorize the School District’s Administration to work with PNC Capital Markets LLC, as Investment Banker, in connection with the structuring, marketing and issuing of the bonds.  The Board of School Directors also does hereby appoint Dinsmore  & Shohl LLP, as Bond Counsel, with respect To the proposed issuance of its General Obligation Bonds, Series of 2020 (the “2020 Bonds) and authorizes Dinsmore & Shohl LLP to take such actions as may be required to prepare for the approving of the 2020 Bonds as required by the Local Government Unit Debt Act (including, specifically, the publishing of required notices).  Seconded by Mr. Filotei.

Voting aye.  Mr. Brown, Mrs. Elias, Mr. Filotei, Mr. Hampton, Mr. Kondrosky, Mr. Lopretto, Mrs. Sturgess

Voting no.  Mr. Donato

Excused.  Mr. Poston

Green Sheets – Mr. Kondrosky moved to approve the personnel recommendations (green sheets).  Seconded by Mr. Filotei.

PROFESSIONAL:
RETIREMENT:  Effective 6/5/20:
Valerie Mahmoud		Elementary Teacher at Twin Rivers Elementary School

CANCELLATION OF LEAVE OF ABSENCE:
Danette Sprouse		Elementary Counselor, Twin Rivers Elementary School,
				effective 4/17/20 to an undetermined date.  Unpaid leave will
				commence at the expiration of sick days.
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SUPPORT STAFF:
RETIREMENT:
Lynne Cope			Instructional Assistant, Founders Hall Middle School,
				effective immediately.

RESIGNATION:
Melissa Cooper		Instructional Assistant, McClure Elementary School, effective
				3/6/20.
Heather Gallagher		General Worker, Food Service Department, Twin Rivers
Elementary School, effective immediately.
William Frederick		General Worker, Food Service Department, Twin Rivers
				Elementary School, effective 2/27/20.
Jazzmine Boyd			Instructional Assistant, Founders Hall Middle School, effective
				3/1/20.

TO BE HIRED:  Effective Immediately:
Anica Sayles			Instructional Assistant, placement to be determined, effective
				3/2/20.  Yearly salary will be $18,500 (pro-rated)

LEAVE OF ABSENCE:
Chelsey McDonald		Instructional Assistant, McClure Elementary School, unpaid leave
				of absence effective 4/14/20 to an undetermined date.

CHANGES IN THE SUBSTITUTE LISTS:
Additions
Melissa Cooper		Instructional Assistant, Secretary
*Linda Hewitt			Nurse Assistant

TO BE HIRED:  Summer laborers in the maintenance department effective 5/1/20.  Hourly rate of pay will be $7.25:
Irma Lewicki
Preston Bazala

*Pending receipt of Act 24, 34, 114 and 151 clearances, Act 168 Disclosure Release, TB Tine and Drug Test results.
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BOARD ACTION TO CREATE THE FOLLOWING PROFESSIONAL POSITIONS EFFECTIVE AT THE BEGINNING OF THE 2020/2021 SCHOOL YEAR:
1 Grade 1 at Twin Rivers Elementary School
1 Research Strategies and Study Skills Itinerant at Founders Hall
1 Spanish Teacher at the High School

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ADMINISTRATIVE ASSIGNMENT AND SALARY
Effective 4/22/2020

	Name
	Position From
	Position To
	2019/2020 Salary Information
	Length of Year

	Jonathan Balogh
	Acting Director of Building and Grounds
	Director of Building and Grounds
	As established by Act 93 Agreement
	12 months



Voting aye.  Mr. Brown, Mr. Donato, Mrs. Elias, Mr. Filotei, Mr. Hampton, Mr. Kondrosky, Mr. Lopretto, Mrs. Sturgess

Excused.  Mr. Poston

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Athletic – James Brown/Ivan Hampton – no meeting

Buildings & Grounds – Steve Kondrosky/Mindy Sturgess – no meeting

Community Relations/Cultural Diversity – James Brown/Ivan Hampton – no meeting

Education/Legislation/Policy – Diane Elias/Mindy Sturgess – no meeting

Finance/Grants/Outside Funding – Diane Elias/James Poston – no meeting

Personnel – Mindy Sturgess/Steve Kondrosky –  Mrs. Sturgess reported.  The Personnel Committee met on April 15th to discuss those agenda items discussed on this evening’s green sheets.  

Safe Schools – James Poston/David Donato/Thomas Filotei – no meeting
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Solicitor’s Report –

Resolution #1239 – Temporary Suspension of Board Policies Governing Rules and Regulations of Meetings of the Board of School Directors.
Mr. Filotei moved to approve Resolution #1239.  Seconded by Mr. Kondrosky.

Voting aye.  Mr. Brown, Mr. Donato, Mrs. Elias, Mr. Filotei, Mr. Hampton, Mr. Kondrosky, Mr. Lopretto, Mrs. Sturgess

Excused.  Mr. Poston

Resolution #1238 – Resumption of Energy Savings Construction Project Deemed as Critical Construction.  
Mr. Kondrosky moved to approve Resolution #1238.  Seconded by

Voting aye.  Mr. Brown, Mr. Donato, Mrs. Elias, Mr. Filotei, Mr. Hampton, Mr. Kondrosky, Mr. Lopretto, Mrs. Sturgess

Excused.  Mr. Poston

Correspondence – none

New Business – none

Adjournment – 8:00 PM – Mr. Kondrosky moved for adjournment.  Seconded by Mr. Filotei.

Voting aye.  All Members present.

ATTEST:  _____________________________________________________________________
		Joan Wehner, Business Manager/Board Secretary

